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Department of Justice (DOJ) Memo on
Olmstead says that:

e States are not required to help people with
disabilities live in the community

e The ADA and Section 504 do not require
states to provide services in the “most
integrated setting”

e The Supreme Court's Olmstead decision is
troublesome

HOWEVER, THE ADA, SECTION 504, AND THE OLMSTEAD
DECISION ARE STILL VALID LAW
Consequences

e May reduce federal enforcement of community integration requirements

e Federal agencies may revise or rescind regulations that tell states to do more to
increase community integration

e Decreases the pressure on states to maintain Home and Community-Based
Services

e Encourages states to fund and operate institutions and segregated settings

e Potentially may reshape lawsuits, federal investigations, and settlement
agreements about disability rights and community living

e It may lead to higher costs to Idaho Taxpayers

* |t may require your loved ones, e.g., parents, grandparents, family members with
disabilities, to move into institutions

Next Steps

The DOJ memo does not change the law.

It changes how federal executive branch agencies approach the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504, and the Supreme Court's Olmstead decision.

Federal agencies that oversee disability services must follow the DOJ's memo, BUT
THAT DOES NOT MEAN STATES HAVE TO.

IDAHO CAN CHOOSE how it wants to treat its citizens who are aging or have
disabilities. Community Living verses Institutional Living
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